activity 05

Recycled city
Description
Using a range of recycled objects, like
bottles or boxes, participants will aim
to build a collective city and explore
it in terms of an architectural object.
Through this activity, the participants
will be able to recycle some objects
and give them another utility. This will
allow them to reflect on the amount
of waste produced and the shape of
objects from everyday life. In order to
function properly, a city requires diferent levels of consideration, planning
and infrastructures. By the end of the
activity students will be able to define
what makes a city and recognise what
a city needs to function.
Key words
City, Cityscape, Infrastructure, Built
Environment
Curriculum areas
Design and Technology, Geography,
Art and Design, History

Participants
KS0/KS1/KS2/KS3/KS4/KS5
Learning outcomes
• Identify the needs of the city
• Understand the different needs and
relationships between areas of the
city
• Confidently answer the question
‘What makes a city?’
Required Materials
Recycled paper, bottles and boxes in
varying sizes, white paint, cardboard,
scissors, glue, scale people.
Facilities
Large space or surface to construct
your cityscape
Duration
From 90 minutes to a week project
Observations
This can be delivered as a
multidisciplinary activity
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activity 05

Recycled city
1. Introduction
Introduce the topic: explains the
value of the lesson to the learner
and provides motivation. Please see
description.
2. Present the learning outcomes (2’)
Write the objectives on the white
board and present them to the
participants.
The participants are asked to produce
a functioning cityscape. The purpose
of this activity is to translate the idea
that city planning doesn’t just come
from nowhere. Compare this activity
to your town/city; identify where the
schools or hospitals are, and why they
are where they are. Explain to the
participants that the city is like a living
thing; it breathe and moves, grows and
somtimes even shrinks.
3.Present and reflect on the
fundamental sectors of a city.

3.1. Residential (e.g. Housing)
It’s where people live; you can’t
have a city without people. Get the
participants to identify how many
different types of dwelling they can
think of.
3.2. Infrastructure (e.g. Roads)
How a city is connected; infrastructure
can be anything from roads to
roundabouts to pavements to bus
stations. Infrastructure is what
connects our cities.
3.3. Health (e.g. Hospitals)
The health sector involves things like
hospitals to smaller surgeries to things
like chemists. The position of the
hospital in the city is very important
because of its need to be accessible and
large enough to meet the demands of
the area.
3.4. Business (e.g. Offices)
The business sector is normally where
all the bigger buildings like sky-

scrapers are found. You could ask the
participants as to why this is. E.g. It’s
where all the money is.

consider what religious/sacred spaces
might need to be included in their
cities.

3.5. Cultural (e.g. Theatre)
Cultural is perhaps the hardest to
quantify or explain. Many areas of
a city could be considered cultural,
however you can focus on the main
ones like the theatres, concert halls
and libraries.

4. Model exercise
Divide the class into groups of five
and allocate an area to build their
cityscape. Allow participants to make
a vague plan of their cities on paper,
then let them loose on making and
playing with the recycled material.
Their making should be regulated but
the main idea is to have fun.

3.6. Green Space (e.g. Parks)
Green space and parks are among
the most important areas of the
city, they act as a release from the
built environment and a place to
surround yourself with nature. Ask the
participants to think about where good
places for green space might be.
3.7. Religious (e.g. Cathedrals)
The religious spaces are an
architectural reference for most of
the cities and often used as an iconic
symbol. Ask the participants to

5. Completion
Once the city scape is completed, it
may be painted in white. This will
neutralise the objects used, turning
them into forms and removing the
association of their original purpose.
6. Evaluation
Please give your feedback and let us
know if you would like to have any
specific support to adjust the activity
to your needs: archichild@nua.ac.uk.

