activity 03

Stained glass windows
Description
In this workshop, pupils explore
and interact with their environment
by creating stained glass windows.
Through the use of coloured tissue
paper, each participant creates a
collage on clear acetate to be hung on
classroom windows. As light passes
through and the collages act as a
sun clock, the participants become
aware of their environment. They are
encouraged to consider the sensory
response to the changing environment
and to document the positions of the
shadows in the classroom using tape or
a camera. This workshop provides firsthand experience of the physical impact
of the individual on space.
Key words
Sensory Integration, Spatial
Awareness, Colour Theory, Material
understanding
Curriculum areas
Art and Design, History

Participants
KS0/KS1/KS2/KS3/KS4/KS5
Learning outcomes
• Awareness of the evolution/condition
of the built environment
• Recognise the sensory experience
as the day progresses and the colour
changes
• Analyse and document the changes
experienced
Required Materials
Coloured tissue paper or coloured
acetate, scissors, glue, acetate, tape,
camera
Facilities
Table and chairs for the collage, a room
with windows
Duration
Activity: 70-90 minutes
Observation and reflection: from a
week to a year

This document is part of the ARCHIchild toolkit produced by Norwich University of the Arts and Norfolk
Association of Architects. For the full document please visit: www.nua.ac.uk/study-at-nua/info-for-schools/
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Stained glass windows
1. Introduction (3’)
Introduce the topic: explains the value
of the lesson to the learner and provides
motivation. Please see description.
2. Present the learning outcomes (2’)
Write the objectives on the white board
and present them to the participants.
3. Reflect about the topic (5’)
Ask participants to discuss in pairs what
are the different conditions (the colours of
the collages, the different lighting during
the day and the year) in their environment
and how these changes affect their sensory
experience of the space.
4.Present/choose from the possible
themes of the project
(the following themes can be combined)
4.1. Pattern
4.1.1. History (5’)
When focusing on the pattern of the
design of the collages, you can draw from
existing historical references. This aims to
understand:

• The period in which the stained glass
began
• The meaning of the stained glass
• The significance of recurring patterns
• The teaching that the stained glass
represent
4.1.2. Identifying Element (5’)
The pattern of the design of the collages
can be selected to identify specific aspects:
• To claim the individuality of the room
• To express the seasonal festivities
• To express a specific theme
4.2. Colour
4.2.1. Colour Theory (5’)
When focusing on the colour adopted in
the making of the collages, you can explore
colour theory. This aims to explore:
• Practical colour mixing
• Visual effects of colour combination
4.2.2. Colour Therapy (5’)
When focusing on the colour adopted, you
can create a series of collages focused on
the emotional response and experience of
colours. This aims to:

• Notice how a single colour changes the
atmosphere and mood in the room
• Become aware when selecting colours, as
consequence of the direct experience

5. Model exercise (25’)
Considering the theme chosen, ask the
participants to create their own collage, or
collectively design the collage.

4.3. Shadows
4.3.1. Time Piece (5’)
When focusing on the shadows produced
by hanging the collages on the room’s
windows you can explore the passing of
time by creating a time piece:
• Making notes on the room’s walls and
floors using masking tape
This aims to understand and experience
your environment.

6. Creating a collective model (10’)
Join the individual collages to create a
collective collage and gnerate your staned
glass window.

4.3.2. Negative Patterns(5’)
When focusing on the shadows produced
by the collages, you can experiment with
the creations of negative patterns. This
aims to:
• Encourage collective work
• Team up in the design process
• Practical attempt at reproducing the
original idea

Observations
This activity can be adjusted according to
the age group. Considering the selected
themes, you don’t need to present them
to the participants, however, they can be
used to inform the activity.
Please give us your feedback and let us
know if you would like to have any specific
support to adjust the activity to your
needs: archichild@nua.ac.uk.

