activity 02

City collage
Description
For this workshop, the participants
have the opportunity to design their
own houses using recycled boxes. At
the end of the session the class is able
to collectively place their houses on a
map to create an urban space in which
the students can decide where public
facilities such as, schools, hospitals,
shops, green spaces, laneways and
streets will appear. This gives the
opportunity for the participants to
think about of town planning and
consider how they will be able to create
a cohesive and active community.

Learning outcomes
• To have a basic understanding of
town planning
• To reflect on their built environment
and physical constraints
• To observe and interpret the
inhabited space

Key words
Spatial Awareness, Town Planning,
Scale, Circulation

Duration
From 90 minutes to a week-long
project

Curriculum areas
Geography, Art and Design, History,
Citizenship, Design and Technology

Observations
This can be delivered as a
multidisciplinary activity where
participants reflect and (re)design a
specific area of their city and tackle
different areas of study

Participants
KS0/KS1/KS2/KS3/KS4/KS5

Required Materials
Recycled boxes such as cereal boxes
or anything similar, coloured paper,
scissors, glue, masking tape, white tack
Facilities
Central tables with chairs

This document is part of the ARCHIchild toolkit produced by Norwich University of the Arts and Norfolk
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activity 02

City collage
1. Introduction (3’)
Introduce the topic: explains the
value of the lesson to the learner
and provides motivation. Please see
description.
2. Present the learning outcomes (2’)
Write the objectives on the white
board and present them to the
participants.
3. Reflect about the topic (5’)
Ask participants to discuss in pairs
what home means to them and what a
house could look like. The participants
can go on to discuss what their own
neighbourhood looks like in terms of
typology (shops, laneways, streets,
school, etc.).
4.Presentation of a City or a Town
4.1. House (5’)
• What is a home?
• Different types of houses
• Iconic houses

4.2. Town Planning (5’)
• What is a town?
• Different types of typologies within
a town
• Differents towns across the world
• Which are the public facilities that
you need in a city/town
4.3. Circulation (5’)
• The way people move through towns
and cities
• Public and private transports
5. Ideal vs real city
At this stage you can create an ideal
city (option A) or reflect on a specific
area of your city (option B).
5.1. Model exercise
Option A: ask the participants to
make their own ideal home out of the
recycled boxes and materials provided.
Option B: research and build the
specific area of your city in scale. As
reference, you can use Google Maps or
digimaps and print them in scale.

5.2. Creating a collective model
Option A: From here, participants
should be able to place their models
on an empty map. Unused spaces can
be discussed by the class as to what
other typologies they would want in
their town/city. This task can continue
throughout the week as participants
think about what they would want in
their town.
Option B: From here, participants
should be able to discuss what they
would like to change in their case study
and propose/test some changes.
• SWOT analysis of the site
• Participation process: ask the
community about the area where
they live and what they would like to
change.
• Design an alternative solution
• Build a model of alternative solutions
and present them to the community
6. End of the week
At the end of the week, the class can
come together again to see how much

their town has evolved.
7. Evaluation (3’)
Considering the objectives of the
session, please reflect and rate your
learning outcomes from 1 to 5.
(1. Poor, 2. Fair, 3. Good 4. Very Good
5. Excellent)
Observations
This activity can be adjusted according
to a specific curriculum area and
devoloped according to your local
needs. In this case we haven’t set
a specific time framework because
this may vary according to your own
project.
Please give your feedback and let us
know if you would like to have any
specific support to adjust the activity
to your needs: archichild@nua.ac.uk.

